Advisory Group Notes - Meeting One 2/7/09

Present:

Rose Simkins (rose@stophateuk.org)

Stop Hate Crime


Lizz Fields- Pattinson (lizz@voiceuk.org.uk)
Voice UK



Bill Allen (bill@cpnd.org)


Community Projects, Nth Devon

Rod Landman (rod.landman@arcuk.og.uk)
Reg. Dev. Officer, ARC


Dave Grundy (david.grundy@arcuk.org.uk)
Project Officer. ARC

Yvonne Furze (Yvonne.furze@arcuk.org.uk
Reg, Dev, Manager, ARC

Apologies:

Sue Turner 





VPST South West

Lisa Booth





Coast to Coast

Karen Midgley




Calderdale Social Services

Jane Bromley/Pete Bumpass


Leicestershire CC/Police

1. Welcome – Yvonne welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming. Brief introductions were made.
2. Project Presentation – Rod gave a brief presentation on the project, including the background to the development of the project bid, with Bill contributing information about an incident a couple of years ago, with a young man CPND were supporting.  Rod went on to cite recent reports, policies and guidance from various bodies, based on hate crime.

He went on to talk about a very useful networking day on Community Safety in Barnstaple, where he met two very helpful members of the Police force – the Diversity Officer and the Safeguarding Officer.

The project will have pilot groups in Nth Devon and Calderdale

3. Advisory Group Introductions

Voice UK. Lizz described their new project, which aims to assess levels of hate crime, identify volunteers to support individuals and deliver Personal Safety Training.  It will take place in Devon & Cornwall, the West Midlands and Gt. Manchester.  These areas were chosen because most calls are received from these areas by their helpline.  They also produce posters and literature to support people who are victims of crime.

Stop Hate Crime. Formally Leeds Racial Harassment Project. Rose explained that they deal with legal harassment, but are always working to open up acceptance of what constitutes harassment.  They have worked with Change to develop an accessible flier, but want to develop their support for and understanding of hate crime issues and responses for people who have a learning disability.  They are involved in community development work as well as supporting victims.  Although still focussed in Leeds, they also work in many other areas and operate a helpline in 12.5% of the country – wherever the local authorities offer funding. Rose handed out their recent statistics that show that in 08/09 12.4% of calls were about disability hate crime.  This translated into a rise from 26 calls in 07/08, to 93 calls in 08/09. 50% of callers have already told someone else, but haven’t had an appropriate response. Rose quoted the MIND statistics claiming that 71% of people with mental health issues has experienced hate crime.  SHC are building a ‘bank’ of resources to make available to people recognising that no one approach works for everyone or in every situation.

Rose offered to gather information about approaches to hate crime support in each of the areas where they work.

Rose to follow up

Leicestershire.  Yvonne handed out copies of the resources developed and used in Leicestershire.  Nobody was available to attend today, but PC Pete Bumpus and Jane Bromley (Comm Dev Officer) were very interested in our work. 

Coast to Coast. Rod described his visit to one of their sites where they act out staged scenarios and situations in large recreated environments, then facilitate discussion to develop audience learning.  They work with school groups, but also do a lot of work with groups of people who have learning disabilities.

Who else should we invite to join the Advisory Group?

Sue Turner, VPST South West – will attend next meeting but not free this time.

Karen Midgeley, Calderdale – not available for this meeting 

Mencap – are interested, but still trying to identify someone to attend. 








Dave to follow up

National Forum for People with learning disabilities – we have  names of two members who are interested in hate crime issues, but still waiting for a response from our email to the Forum email.
Dave to follow up.
CPS – suggestions are Neil Franklin, West Yorkshire and Rose Thompson, West Midlands.  




Dave to follow up

Police – suggestions are Steve Palmer, Wakefield HQ or Paul Gianesy (who talks passionately about the Steven Lawrence case)








Dave to follow up

Foundation for People with learning disabilities – Peter Swift was suggested because he is also an academic, and is preparing an evaluation report on the work of Coast to Coast later this year.

Rod to follow up?

Community Safety Partnerships.  Is there a national network we can recruit someone from?

Lizz said she would send contact details for Steven Brooks to Yvonne.








Lizz to follow up

4. Terms of Reference.

These were handed out and discussed.  Adjustment was agreed and they will be sent round all members of the group for feedback before finalising.








Dave to make amendments

It was agreed that members would email their logos to Yvonne if they were 

happy for it to be used on project fliers and promotional materials.

5.  Workplan

Yvonne handed out copies of the workplan and explained what activities had already been completed, along with what was planned for the next few months.

She went on to explain the teams ideas for running two Blogs to share the processes undertaken by the two pilot groups, along with the barriers, lessons learned, etc.  It was felt to be a useful way of ‘documenting’ the project activity and outcomes, and offering some ongoing evaluation.  Everyone thought it seemed like a good idea.  Accessibility was discussed as we wanted it to be understood and used by people with a learning disability.  Yvonne remembered that some IT training had been delivered to members of Partnership Boards and perhaps they could suggest accessible website and blogging programs.




Yvonne to follow up.

6. Future Agenda and reporting formats

The group were happy for updates to the work plan to be used as the reports for each meeting.

7. Future Meetings,

The following dates were good for those present and Yvonne agreed to circulate them to other members of the AG to see which was the most popular, then to try and secure a venue in Cheltenham.








Yvonne to follow up

