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SCAPEGOAT

Why We Are Failing Disabled People
Katharine Quarmby
“Epileptic died after months of torture” Daily Telegraph
“Blaze mother killed herself after gang threats” Independent
“Labour MPs who mocked disabled Tory were like ‘hyenas going for the kill’”

Mail on Sunday
Every few months there’s a shocking news story about a sustained, and often fatal, attack on a disabled person. It’s easy to write off such cases as bullying that got out of hand, terrible criminal anomalies or regrettable failures of the care system, but in fact they point to a more uncomfortable and fundamental truth about how our society treats its most unequal citizens. And it’s is not just in the poorer areas of Britain that such attitudes exist. The recent mocking in the House of Commons of Conservative MP Paul Maynard, who has cerebral palsy, suggests how pervasive prejudices against disabled people are.

In Scapegoat, the first book to be published in the UK about such crimes, journalist Katharine Quarmby looks behind the headlines to trace the history of our discomfort with disabled people, from Greek and Roman culture, through the Industrial Revolution and the origins of Britain’s asylum system to the eugenics movement and the Holocaust, the rise of the disability rights movement and the unintended consequences of the move towards community care.

Combining fascinating examples from history with tenacious investigation, deploying evidence obtained through freedom of information requests, as well as powerful first person interviews with bereaved families, senior investigating officers, prosecutors and disabled victims, Scapegoat will change the way we think about disability – and how we treat disabled people. 
Katharine Quarmby is a campaigning journalist and an award-winning film-maker, as well as an associate editor at Prospect magazine. She has produced many films for BBC Newsnight, BBC Current Affairs and BBC Panorama, news edited Disability Now, and written for the Economist, Sunday Times, Telegraph and Guardian. She was the first British journalist to investigate disability hate crime and her report for the disability charity Scope, ‘Getting Away with Murder’, was the first investigation to highlight the problem in depth. This is her first book for adults.
Katharine Quarmby is available for interview and to write features. For more information and for serial enquiries contact Henry Jeffreys (t) 020 7605 1373 (e) hjeffreys@granta.com 
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